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Claims 1-10 are pending. 

C,ai.Usa.end«l«>incIu.e*e«— ofC..™7.aai.7..a«e.ea. 

NO new n.a„er is believed .o be added upon en«y of *e — e„.. 
upon e„«y of *e —en.. Claims 1-6 and 8-10 win be ae«ve. 

„ . „„SC «103(a)overthe combined disclosures 
The rejection of Claims 1-10 under 35 U.S.C. § Wi( 

. «n -UO OJS -442) and 6,130,017 (US '017) is respec«Ully ttaversed. 
of U.S. Patent Nos. 6,660,442 (US 442) an ,„„„derany 
.eitberUS .44. nor an.ofitspatentfan.ly members qualify aspnorarturtder an. 

subsection of 35 U.S.C. § 102. 

f T T«i -ni 7 does not disclose or suggest all ot 
Since it is believed that the disclosure of US 017 does 

. • t-nn it is kindly requested that the Examiner withdraw this 
the elements of the claimed mvention, it is kindly q 

rejection upon consideration of the following facts. 

Xhepresent application was filedonOctober7,2003,.dclaimspnonty to JP 002 

.311.(.'U.,-dinthe.ap.esePatentOfficeonOctoberS,2002..^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

, «nfTP'116 and a Statement that the English 
concurrently herewith an English translation of JP U6. and 

translation of JP '1 16 is true and accurate. 

US.442belongtoapatentfamilythatcon^^ 

10214708 Al 2002-11 ± 

.pplica.ion,bu.US.442isbased„nan=.plica.ion.ha.wasffledonApril3.2002. 
Therefore, US '442 may ,ua.i^ as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). 
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However, the present invention and US '442 were commonly owned by Kao 
Corporationatthetimetheinventionofthepresentapplicationwasmade. T1.US, the present 

appUcation qualifies for the exemption under 35 U.S.C. §103(c). 

The remaining three family members of US -442 have publication dates that antedate 

the U.S. filing date of the present appUcation, but do not antedate the filing date of the 

priority document (JP '116) of the present application. 

Since Applicants file concurrently herewith an English translationofJP-n6and since 

the filing date Applicant, priority application (JP 'US, antedates the publication dates of the 
US -442 patent family members. Applicants respectfixUy request that the Examiner 
acknowledge Applicants perfection of priority. 

Since US '442 may be excluded as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 103(c) and since none 
of the patent family members of US '442 quaUfy as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a), 

Applicants respectfixUy request that the Examiner withdraw this rejection. 

It isbelieved that the present application is nowinaconditionforallowance. Should 

theExaminer deem thatapersonalortelephonic interview wouldbehelpfi^linadvancingthis 
application toward allowance, he is encouraged to contact Applicants' undersized 

representative at the below-listed telephone number. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT. P.C. 
Nonnai\F- Obion 




Customer Number 

22850 ^^Registration No. 55,868 

Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703) 413 -2220 
(OSMMN 06/04) 
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